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Summer Is Flying By! 

It’s hard to believe that the summer is already half over. We’ve had a 
busy July sending 25 kids to Camp Qwanoes, and hosting a day camp 

for almost 40 kids in our community. In August we’ll be sending more 

than 20 kids to Hope Bay Bible Camp and Daybreak Point Bible Camp as 

well as send several families from our community to family camp!  

In June we hosted our first Praise in the Park of 2018. The weather 
wasn’t great, but the sun came out just in time for dinner, and a    

lovely time was had by all. A huge shout out to all the volunteers who 

made that day possible! Check out a few of the photos below.  

In our last issue we sent a call out to you to pray for our intern pro-

gram and God has faithfully answered! We received the funding we 
needed to hire three interns who have already been an invaluable as-

set to our team. Thank you so much for continually supporting our 

ministry financially and, most importantly, spiritually. Check out 

the last page of this newsletter to meet the team, read their       

stories, and learn why they chose to spend their summer working in 
the inner city.  
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Pastor’s Corner - Pastor Byron 

“For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain 

will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall 

always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.  

      - 1 Thessalonians  4:16-18 

As we look at the events in our world we can see the return of our Lord Jesus Christ could be very 
close. We have been looking into prophecy and the end times during our Sunday services, and are 

encouraging our church to be focused on sharing the Good News of salvation in Jesus with our 

community.  

This September Dr. Donald Bartlette will be joining us for two events. The first is on Friday the 

14th where Don will be sharing a powerful message about the impact of the education system on 
those in the First Nations communities. Please join us at 7:30 for dessert and an inspiring word on 

how your support is changing lives in East Vancouver.  

Dr. Bartlette will also be sharing his testimony at Praise in the Park on September 16th. You are 

all invited to join us in reaching out to East Vancouver with a message of love and hope. Please 

keep both these events In prayer as we continue to  

The ministries of New Beginnings seek to present the Gospel to those who participate in them. 

The summer camps are an important part of that outreach. Thank you to all who gave to make it 

possible for us to hire interns, send children to camp, and reach out to the youth. Your prayers 

and gifts are greatly appreciated. May the Lord bless you.  

It’s All Happening   
at the Zoo! 

Another great year of Say 

Yes! has ended for the  

summer break. To         

celebrate we took all our 
students along with staff, 

volunteers, and some of 

our students’ families to 

the Greater Vancouver Zoo. 

We saw Lions, Tigers, and 
Bears, and ended the day 

with a lovely BBQ. We will 

be starting Say Yes! up 

again in September. If 

you’re interested in        
volunteering please let us 

know! 
The Say Yes! crew after dinner at the Greater Vancouver Zoo!  
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Youth Update - Angelos 

A few weeks ago we got a phone call at the church that I 
hold precious. A mother, whose son had just started com-

ing to our drop-in program wanted to know why her son 

had ‘come home so happy’ and ‘what was going on?’. Her 

son had been having a hard time lately at home and our 

church is able to provide him with a safe space where he 
felt comfortable and loved. Moreover, we were able to in-

vite him to a First Nations youth conference where he con-

tinued to hear about the love of God. This is the goal of 

our church drop-in program. Our area of East Van isn’t the 

safest place to grow up and after being in the neighbour-
hood for years God put in on my heart to provide an alter-

native community where youth can join the community of 

Christ.  

A few years ago I had a dream that confirmed the need for 

a space like this. One of my former youth was begging me, 
“Angelos, you need to open a drop-in center. You need to 

do it!” The next thing I saw police came and arrested him 

and as they were dragging him away he was still shouting 

the same thing. It breaks my heart that he is now addicted 

to hard drugs and living on the streets of Downtown Van-
couver. Our continued vision for our drop-in is to build a 

community that can support kids in East Van from heading 

in the same direction.  

Four days a week youth from all over East Vancouver make 

their way to the church where they enjoy a meal, play 
games, engage in Bible studies, go on hikes and other field 

trips, and do other fun things. One youth said to me re-

cently she felt the church was ‘like a family’. In a commu-

nity where families are often broken or severed it’s a 

blessing to see God calling young people to be a part of a 
different, Christ-centered family. 

We also had the opportunity to take many of these youth 

to the Waymaker Native Youth Gathering  in Armstrong. 

There they enjoyed time away from the city amongst First 

Nations youth from churches all over BC. The speaker 
spoke powerfully about how he struggled with suicide, de-

pression, and homelessness. Unfortunately these are things 

many of our youth relate to, but it also gave them an op-

portunity to confront these realities and receive prayer. 

Many of them were in tears as we laid hands on them and 
prayed for their physical safety and spiritual health. After 

hearing the speaker’s testimony the youth came home 

knowing that God is real and still works in peoples lives to-

day. Thank you for your continued support!  

 

Basketball is  a mandatory part of every New 
Beginnings youth event! 

The speaker at the Waymaker Native Youth 
Gathering had a significant impact on many of 

our youth.  

Through your support, we were able to send 12 
kids to Waymaker 2018! 
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Lorna, Tegan, and Jackie at the National Indigenous       
People’s Day Celebrations at Trout Lake Park 

 

The work that we do in East Vancouver would be impossible without your       
continued prayers and support. Thank you from all of us at New Beginnings    

Baptist Church and The Arch for continuing to partner with us as we minister to 
those in need in our community!  

      Meet the Interns! 

      Jackie: Hi, my name is Jackie. I’m from Vancouver, and I have 
      been volunteering at the Say Yes! tutoring program at New  
      Beginnings for the past three years. Working with the children 
in       in this program, building relationships with them while helping
      them in their schoolwork, has been a great privilege for me, 
      and has given me a deeper understanding of the many challeng-
      es that inner city children face. I am so excited for this summer 
      internship because it will allow me to continue my connection 
      with the children and youth in this community. I just graduated 
      from high-school, and I plan to study liberal arts in college with 
      the goal of pursuing a career in the fire service. When I’m not 
      at work, I enjoy distance running, cycling around Vancouver, 
      reading great literature, and volunteering at local parades with 
      the Vancouver fire department.  

Tegan: Hello, my name is Tegan and I am originally from Rocky Mountain House, Alberta. I have just 
finished my second year at Trinity Western University in Langley, pursuing a Major in Sociology with a 
Minor in Psychology with a Human Services Certificate. This past year I volunteered, along with other 
Trinity students, at New Beginnings with their youth extreme program. I decided to work here to gain 
experience in the helping field, as I have a dream of one day getting my Masters in Social Work. I 
thought this would be an amazing opportunity to grow and gain experience in this area, especially in a 
Christian environment. Being Aboriginal, I feel a calling to build relationships with these children and it 
is amazing to see how my relationship with each child has grown, as they also have taught me so much. 
I did not grow up in the Aboriginal culture and they have truly shown me the beauty of it. I believe that 
being a daughter of Christ, I need to serve and love others just the way they are in the moment and 
this job allows me to do that. Thank you for all the support you have given New Beginnings Baptist 
Church. Without your generosity, I would have not been able to reach out to the youth this summer.    

Lorna: My name is Lorna and I hail from the land of Nelson Mandela, Biltong, Boerewors, Melva pud-
ding, Springboks, Proteas, uBuntu, Bafana Bafana, and the Rainbow nation. In short, I’m a South Afri-
can! I am currently working towards a MA in Theological Studies at Regent College, with an interdisci-
plinary concentration. Although I do not have a fixed view of what I’ll get up to after my studies, I have 
a strong passion for mission (in my understanding, simply loving the other). Indeed, knowing God as 
missional and likewise, coming to understand that as His child – His image-bearer – I am also missional, 
I’m excited about this internship and the opportunity it presents for me to marry my teaching back-
ground to what I am learning at school. I am a classic farm/‘Jack of all trades, master of none’ kinda 
gal with a variety of interests, specifically in sport, health, people, the great outdoors, culture, litera-
ture, and art. I believe that in caring for creation through embodied practices, serving alongside others 
in community, we can enter into what it means to love for the sake of others’ flourishing! Fun fact: 
cherry tomatoes, raspberries, language learning (biblical Hebrew for the win!!), and horse-riding rock 
my world. Tripe, liver, exclusivity, and 30-hour flights do not! On a more serious note, this internship 
has been an absolute answer to prayer in more ways than one. For the reason above as well as others 
(including financial provision, being part of the equipping, learning while doing), this experience is al-
lowing me to truly live in and be part of my community in what was previously an unfamiliar city. What 
a blessing! 


