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May 2019 
Pastor’s Corner 

“All they asked was that we should continue to remember  
the poor,the very thing I had been eager to do all along.”  
 - Galatians 2:10 
 

“You do this every week?!!” was the question asked by a group  
of students who came to see what ministry at New Beginnings was like. 
They worked with the Say Yes! Afterschool Program, the Youth Ministry, 
and the Food Bank. That week we had over 50 families come for food,  
the largest number we have had, and the Lord provided an abundant 
quantity of food that week too! It was so good to have the extra help to  
bring it in, set up, and to have the students sing worship songs for the  
people as they waited for the food to arrive. These grade 11 students  
from a local Christian High School, were so impacted by the ministry  
that they returned to help the next week, on their spring break!  
They also want to come and help once a month during the rest of the  
school year. What a blessing that is to us. 
 
We were also blessed to have the students from the Kaleo program at  
Camp Qwanoes with us for their two week urban ministry session. They  
did so much work to help with the upkeep and maintenance of the  
building, assisting with Say Yes!, the youth ministry, and leading worship 
for the Sunday services. We pray they will consider the call of God in their lives to serve Him, and 
look at the possibility of serving in the city. 
 
       As a church, we have had a number of health  
       issues among our staff which has given us a  
       shortage of workers at times.  We are so thankful 
       for God answering prayers on behalf of our  
       administrator, Glen, as he goes through cancer 
       treatment. His tumor has shrunk 90% through  
       chemotherapy and much concentrated prayer. Our 
       hearts were saddened when one of our faithful  
       volunteer/supporters fought a battle with cancer, 
       and went to be with the Lord on March 27th. We 
       continue to hold her family up in prayer. Others 
       have battled infections, injuries, and burnout and 
       had to cut back on involvement in ministries, but 
       God is healing them too. Please pray for our staff’s 
       protection from illness and injury as we move to
       ward our busy summer ministries. 
 
Would you also pray with us for summer staff interns. Again this summer the government is not 
going to assist Christian ministries with funding to hire student workers. We need to hire three 
workers to effectively carry out the active summer camps and youth ministry during the summer. 
Will you consider a special gift to the ministry to help us hire these students? Thank you for your 
partnership with us. God is at work in the lives of the people, and the enemy is doing all he can to 
try to disrupt the work God wants to do! We value your prayers. 
 
In The Lord’s Servce, Pastor Byron 
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Lives Changed - Angelos 

Many of you know that summer camps are a large 
part of how we bless the youth in our community. 
But every year we also take our youth groups to  
winter camp in the Fraser Valley. For many of our 
youth this is their first time in any kind of camp  
setting. The chance to spend time in the countryside 
with lots of loving leaders is truly a breath of fresh 
air compared with life in East Vancouver.  
 
In late January our Jr Youth Group had a retreat. 
There were donut eating races, devotionals, messy 
games with broken eggs, and nature hikes. In the 
boy’s cabin before bed I had the honour of seeing 
God move powerfully in a few boys lives as I         
witnessed them bonding with their leaders. After 
hearing them tell scary stories about ghosts and such 
I felt the need to share more about the spiritual 
world with them from a Christian point of view. I 
showed them a video about a woman who had been 
healed of her ties to the new age movement and how 
she’d seen that spirits and psychics are masks for  
satanic deception. Little did I know this conversation would lead to a few of the boys sharing 
their own supernatural experiences. One boy, Jacob*, shared about how he’d seen bad spirits 
trying to intimidate him in his bedroom. He told us he shouted at them to leave by saying, “I’m a  

Christian!”. None of us had any idea this boy held faith 
in Jesus Christ. In fact, he has been one of our more 
difficult kids often threatening violence and running 
away from our events. Even our local police are  
familiar with him. But here he was sharing an  
experience of declaring himself a follower of Christ 
before spirits of darkness! Another boy shared of a 
time he was healed through prayer after an injury at 
another Christian camp. As we talked, I impressed  
upon the boys that the spiritual world is real and that 
in it there is an enemy who wants to destroy us and 
steal our purpose (John 10:10). It is only in Jesus that 
we can overcome. After our long conversation we  
invited Jacob to formally give his life to Jesus. He 
agreed to pray the sinner’s pray with us. After we 
prayed with the boy and another leader, we hugged 
and declared our love for him. Another boy, one who 
had been a part of the conversation, spoke up. 
“Angelos?” he said.  
 
“Yes?” 
 
“When you guys prayed that prayer, I prayed with 
you.” My heart brimmed with joy! These inner city 
boys, many of whom would be considered lost causes 

by our society, had demonstrated real faith in the Saviour and revealed the depths of their 
hearts to us. I’ll forever be thankful for this experience.  
 
*Name changed to protect identity 



 

New Beginnings Baptist Church | 1587 Frances Street, Vancouver, BC, V5L 1Z2, Coast Salish Territories 

www.newbeginningsbaptistchurch.ca | 604-873-2100 | nbvancouver@gmail.com 

(Lives Changed Continued) 

The Sr High group also had a powerful time. Lots of games,  
excitement, and outdoor activities refreshed us all. But after 
one evening devotional God moved again. As leaders and youth 
were sitting around the circle hanging casually we decided to 
play some worship songs on the guitar. Before long the spirit 
began to move and most of the group was enthralled in  
worship. God’s Presence was touching many of our leaders. In 
between songs we’d share a word or a prayer and the youth 
knew something powerful was going on. Some sang along but 
most were silent and searching their hearts. The next week 
during Friday youth group the leaders asked the youth to  
highlight their favourite parts about the retreat on anonymous 
cards.  Some of the responses let us know that God was  
touching their lives that night as we worshipped and prayed. 
One card read “God touched me in my spiritual spot” and  

another said “I felt God’s Presence”. Other cards shared  
similar sentiments. Though unplanned and unexpected, God’s 
Holy Presence revealed Himself to many of our youth that 
night.  
 
We know that our youth ministry isn’t a sprint. We are  
marathon runners here in East Van, growing and building deep 
relationships with youth who may not otherwise have healthy 
role models. It is a privilege to see youth transformed through 
the continued love and grace God pours out. Thank you all for 
your continued support. It is making a difference in the lives 
of youth in East Van! 

 

Food Bank 

Most of our long time supporters are aware that New 
Beginnings hosts a weekly foodbank every  

Wednesday at the church. What you may not be 

aware of is that we have seen a significant increase 

in the individuals and families who are accessing this 

service. Over the past 6 months there have been an 
average of over 40 individuals coming to take  

advantage of the food we provide. When you remove 

the week around cheque issue day (Welfare  

Wednesday) that number goes up to almost 50 a 

week. Food scarcity is a real problem in our  
neighbourhood, and we feel very fortunate to be 

able to help out in this way. It also provides us with 

a chance to build relationships with the folks that 

show up and connect them to our other services. 

Many who started coming to food bank now attend 
our family meal on Thursday and even a few have 

started attending church on Sundays!  
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The work that we do in East Vancouver would be impossible without your       
continued prayers and support. Thank you from all of us at New Beginnings    

Baptist Church and The Arch for continuing to partner with us as we minister to 
those in need in our community!  

 

Say Yes! 

Thanks to a generous grant to Say Yes! we now 
have twelve new laptops that the children are 
using to improve their math and reading skills. 
Two days a week the children take turns  
playing online math skill games, taking typing 
lessons, exploring the world through National 
Geographic, or reading and listening to books. 
Two of the girls with exceptional art skills are 
even learning to use graphic design programs, 
and another is able to use a laptop for daily 
homework assignments. We are thankful for 
this very special addition to the children’s  
education. And many thanks to our weekly  
volunteers who are helping us to incorporate 
the use of computers into our program. If you 
are interested in volunteering with Say Yes! in  
the fall please email nbsayyes@gmail.com and 
let us know! 
 
The children continue to learn new things at 
Say Yes through exposure to books read aloud 
twice a week, Bible stories, and memorization 
of scripture. Thanks to all our supporters and 
volunteers who are making a difference in the 
lives of all the Say Yes! children. 

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities 

We have several volunteer opportunities coming up over the coming months. If you are able to 
volunteer for any of these, please email nbvancouver@gmail.com or call Jeff at 604-657-1776 and 
let us know! Both groups and individuals are welcome!  
 
Praise in the Park: June 23rd, September 15th 
 Positions Available: Servers, Kitchen Helpers, Games Tent, Face Painting, Set-up & Clean-
 up 
 
Athletes in Action Day Camp: July 1st-5th 
 Positions Available: Team Leaders, Food Preparation & Serving, Drivers,  
 
Say Yes!: Monday-Thursday starting in September 
 Positions Available: Tutors, Food Preparation & Serving. 
 
Summer Youth Nights: Friday Evenings and One Weekday Night 
 Positions Available: Youth Leaders. We would also love it if a group or individual could take 
 on preparing a meal for 15-20 kids once a month! Our kids love to eat! 
 
We are also looking for a female leader to join our Thursday night swim club at Britannia Pool. If 
you’re interested please let us know!  


